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the plunder that should be taken in common; or for some
other reason that might easily occur, refused any addition
to Ms troop, endeavouring to express his refusal in such
terms as might heighten their opinion of his bravery.

He then proceeded on his journey through cool shades
and lofty woods, which sheltered them so effectually from
the sun, that their march was less toilsome than if they
had travelled in England during the heat of the summer.
Four of the Symerons, that were acquainted with the way,
went about a mile before the troop, and scattered branches
to direct them; then followed twelve Symerons, after
whom came the English, with the two leaders, and the
other Symerons closed the rear.

On February 11, they arrived at the top of a very high
hill, on the summit of which grew a tree of wonderful
greatness, in which they had cut steps for the more easy
ascent to the top, where there was a kind of tower, to
_ which they invited Drake, and from thence showed him
not only the north sea, from whence -they came, but the
great south sea, on which no English vessel had ever
sailed. This prospect exciting his natural curiosity, and
ardour for adventures and discoveries, he lifted up his
hands to God, and implored his blessing upon the resolu-
tion, which he then formed, of sailing in an English ship
on that sea.

Then continuing their march, they came, after two days,
into an open, level country, where their passage was some-
what incommoded with the grass, which is of a peculiar
kind, consisting of a stalk like that of wheat, and a blade
on which the oxen and other cattle feed till it grows too
high for them to reach; then the inhabitants set it on fire,
andin^three days it springs up again; this they are obliged
to do thrice a year, so great is the fertility of the soil.

At length, being within view of Panama, they left all
frequented roads, for fear of being discovered, and posted
themselves in a grove near the way between Panama and
Nombre de Dios; then they sent a Symeron in the habit
of a negro of Panama, to inquire on what night the recoes,